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ABSTRACT

This is an analysis of John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath conducted
using structuralism approach. The result shows that the meaning of family in The
Grapes of Wrath has two supporting dimensions. First, a family is nuclear family
consisting of a father, mother and children. They live as a household and in one
house. Sometimes, they consider extended family particularly grandfather, grand-
mother, uncles, and others. Second, a family is a group of people with same back-
grounds and problems. In The Grapes of Wrath, the meaning of family dramati-
cally is gained from their family bond and togetherness at Route 66.
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ABSTRAK

Artikel ini membahaas tentang analisis novel John Steinback’s “The Grapes of
Wrath”” dengan menggunakan pendekatan Strukturalime. Hasil penelitian menunjuk-
kan bahwa makna dari keluarga dalam novel ““The Grapes of Wrath” mempunyai
dua dimensi penunjang. Pertama, sebuah keluarga merupakan inti keluarga yang
terdiri dari seorang ayah, ibu dan anak. Mereka hidup dalam sebuah rumah tangga
dan dalam satu rumah. Terjadang, mereka mempertimbangkan anggota keluarga
yang lebih besar seperti kakek, nenek, paman dan yang lainnya. Kedua, sebuah
keluarga merupakan sekelompok orang dengan latar belakang dan masalah yang
sama. Dalam novel “The Grapes of Wrath”’, makna sebuah keluarga secara dramatis
diperoleh dari kebersamaan dan ikatan keluarga mereka di Route 66.

Kata Kunci: Keluarga, Strukturalisme, The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck

1. Introduction
Afamilyisasmdlinditutionwithinalarger
socid inditution. Thefamily hasimportant role
to build thelarger ingtitution. Fromthefamily,
It emergesvaluesthat areappliedinasociety.
It also creates |eaders of institution such as

socid, religion, and nation. Further, somein-
fluentid ideastoward peoplewill emergefrom
the present of thefamily.

Theroleof family isvery important. In
Javanese culture, thereisaslogan ‘mangan
ra mangan sing penting ngumpul’. In other
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words, it isbetter to beunited asafamily al-
thoughitisin poverty. There are somedefini-
tionsof family asfollows,

“Family isasocid unit, consisting mini-
mally of amarried couple and the chil-
dren that couple may have. Families, as
wedefinethem, areasmembersof afam-
ily (particularly theparentsand their young
children) usualy liveinacommon house-
hold and acknoeldge certain reciprocal
rightsand obligation, especially withre-
gardto economic activity.” (Ember, 185)

Whilein Oxford Advance L earner’sof
Current English, afamily is* Group of parents
and children; group of living things(plants, ani-
mals, etc.) or of languages, with common char-
acteristicsand acommon source.” (308).

Family issomethingworththat itisde-
servedtobeanideaof cresting creativeworks.
Steinbeck wrotehisnove inspired by thisphe-
nomenon. Thisisdescribed on oneof hisno
vels The Grapes of Wrath.

Thenovd written by Steinbeck tellsabout
agroup of migrantsrepresented by Joad fam-
ily that haveto leavetheir home-land, Okla-
homato Californiabecause agreat depres-
sion and distortion of authority. In fact, the
Joads struggle very hard to anticipatethe con-
dition; thefamily keepsstayingintogetherness
inany stuation. At theend, the Joadswith the
rest of thefamily till liveinagroup uponthe
bitterness.

Duringthejourney, the Joadsexperiences
unexpected moments. Firgt, itisthe death of
grandpa. He hasto |eave Oklahomatogather
with the Joads, dthough the other membersof
thefamily havetoforcehimto goto Califor-
nia. Inthejurney, thefamily haveto bewilling
to see a fact that he dies before the Joads
reaches California. Grandpacan not be sepa-
rated from hishomeland; leaving without his
homeland meanshelosespart of hislive.

Thedescriptionisadisaster for America

Not only physically Americacollapsebut al'so
mentally American peoplearehumiliated. They
areforced to beevicted and chased avay from
their homeland. Thisiswhat they haveto be
experienced unwillingly. Thishitter experience
issomething worthy to bedenied. It should be
writteninunforgetfull writtingwork. Steinbeck
realized it and hewrote hisnovel indpired by
thisphenomena; to behumiliated and migrants.
Peter B. High saysthat “ Steinbeck isreally
telling the story of agreat national tragedy
through the experiencesof that onefamily, The
Joad (1986: 164).

Inthisresearch, thewriter further studies
about theroleof afamily in caseleaving their
land. Thefamily withwhom should belivehap-
pily intheir ownland are subjected to consid-
erableridiculefrom natives. Intheir previous
land, landownershiresthem for unfair wages.
They have the experience because they can
not pay their oweto banksand unfortunately
the banks do not care about the hardship of
the depression and unsuccessful harvest.

Inthe Grapes of Wrath presentsthefact
above. The Joad family isexactly likethepic-
tureof thehardship. Thereadersareinvitedto
feel the bitterness of the Joadsin detail; one
by one occasion. Asthe example, they must
loose members of the family because of the
desth and while othersareleaving for thefam-
ily becausethey can not livewith the depres-
son.

Further, thebanksand theauthoritiessaize
their landsfor the guarantee. Meanwhile, the
government doesnot protect the people. They
neglect the Oklahomapeople. Thegovernment
letsthe banks seizetheir lands, houses, lives
and eventhefuture.

Theroleof thegovernment isnever com-
ing to them. So that, the people rethink and
redefineabout theroleof families. Thefamily
now definesasmorethan just afamily rela-
tionship; parentsand children anditisagroup
of peoplewith common sourcesand problems.
Fromthis, they createtheir own government
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inorder to actualizetheir thoughtsandidess.

To analyze the novel, the writer uses
stuctural analysistoward thenovel asaliter-
ary work. A novel isstructurally built up by the
author asawholeness.

“Karyasastraadal ah sebagai fenomena
yang memiliki struktur yang saling terkait
satu samalain. Kodrat struktur itu akan
bermaknaapabiladihubungkan dengan
struktur yang lain. Struktur tersebut
memiliki bagianyang kompleks, shingga
pemaknaan harus diarahkan kedalam
hubungan antar unsur secarakesel uruhan.
Kesaluruhan akanlebih berarti dibanding
bagian atau fragmne struktur” (Suwardi.
2003: 49).

Inanalyzing aliterary work, particularly
anovd, it doesnot only examineit asthe par-
tid eementssuch ascharacters, themes, fore-
shadowing, and othersbut also it putsthem
into onepieceand givesnew pointsonthesory.

Accordingtothat, problemsformulation
canbeidentified as,

What istheroleof afamily in The Grapes of
Wrath?

The study about The Grapes of Wrath
has been done by, first, Herawaty’s Ameri-
can Experience in John Steinbeck’s The
Grapes of Wrath (1994) interpretsand makes
clear Steinbeck’svision toward the suffering
life of American migrant workersin 1930s
through the spirits of American experience
such as recasting the myth of the west,
Jeffersonian agrarianism, Emersoniantranscen-
dentalismaswell asChritianity intheform of
biblical allusion, asthey arereflected inthe
novel.

Second, Hazairin Eko Prasetyo (1987),
agraduate student of American Studies Pro-
gram, in Impact of Capitalism on American
Society: Reflected in The Great Gatsby for
The Upper Class And in The Grapes of
Wrath for The Lower Class describes the

charactersand socid interactionsin both The
Great Gatsby and The Grapes of Wrath are
typical of thetimeswhenthey comeinto exist-
ence. Heexplainsfurther about the danger of
capitalism, whichiscompetitiveinitsnature,
in The Great Gatsby and The Grapes of
Wrath. Thiskind of lesson, for instance, gain-
ing wealth and socid statuson onehand, and
dispossessing farmerson the other, certainly
hassomething todowith aparticular level of a
society’seconomic and social development.
Thisleadsnumber of rich peoplecompeteone
another to get the best positionin the society
and tend to be selfish. Their successdirectly
affectsthe general society because the poor
who becomethelosersof the competition, in
asenseaso becomethevictims.

Studying characterson one character is
important in order to reveal what the charac-
ter reveals. Some aspectswill be known as
theresult of the character’sreaction. Inthis
study, the present of sequence between char-
actersand othersintrinsic aspects are abso-
lutely important. To do the study, thewriter
usesastructural approach.

Theapproach in analyzing The Grapes
of Wrath is a structural approach. This ap-
proachisfirst introduced by an anthropolo-
gist, ClaudeL evi-Strauss. Theroot of the ap-
proachislinguistic structural Saussurewhich
studies about phenomenon in life such as
mistic, ceremony of religion, and some other
controvercies. The phenomeneon isassumed
asasystem openly to be analysed using the
linguisticwhich sressesonmigticand ceremony
of religion asacreated sequencefrom various
eements.

Structuralism can beusedto anadyzeev-
erythingwhileit usesalanguageasitsmedia.
Structuralismisappropriateto analyzealiter-
ary work asfactitisbuilt fromthoroughly lan-
guage. Asitstrait which stresseson asequence
of relationshipamong different ements, italso
focuseson asystem behind theliterary work.
In other word, the system will be one of the
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structuralism focuseson. The system creates
the present of aliterary work anditisimpor-
tant.

2. Research Method

Thisresearch usesaqualitative method.
Thedataof theresearch aretextswhich con-
tain words and phrases or sentencesin The
Grapes of Wrath written by John Steinbeck
and published by Penguin Book, Second Edi-
tion, 1983.

Other resources concerning withthere-
search are some booksthat deal with Ameri-
canfamily, dictionariesinterm of finding some
definitions of family, and sourcesrelated to
family mattersingenerd.

Thetechnique of datacollection of this
research isdocumentation. Furthermore, the
sep of doing detacollectionisreading thenovel
repeatedly. By doing this, thewriter can un-
derstand the content of thenovel well and other
supported sources. Thenthe collected dataare
madeinto agroup of categories. Dataandys's
uses descriptive and literary interpreter by
making classificationsand categoriestoward
elementsof nove structure such asplot, char-
acter, setting, point of view, writing style, and
tonewhich build the center theme of the story
onthewhole.

3. Findings and Discussion
3.1 Family in the Grapes of Wrath
Thispartwill reved themeaningandrole
of afamily in The Grapes of Wrath. Here, the
meaning and role of thefamily arediscussed
on structureanalysiswhich givesasmall por-
tion on the background of aliterary work. If
thereisafinding related to the meaning and
roleof afamily, it will befromthenovd itsalf.
Itispossibleto say that thisnovel’stheme
isfamily isafort to survive. From hundreds of
pages, theword ‘family’ presentsahundred-
fold. Therewill beoneword of family inevery
fivepages. A family isappropriatewhenitisa
themefor thenovel. Though, atheme can not

beformulated by presenting theword ‘family’

repeatedly inaliterary work. At leas, thereis
astressontheword ‘family’ fromitsrepeti-
tion.

3.1.1 The Meaning of Family
Themeaning of family in The Grapes of
Wrath hastwo supporting dimensions. First,
afamily isnuclear family, consstingusudly a
father, mother and children. They liveasa
household and in onehouse. Sometimes, they
consider extended family particularly grandfa-
ther, grandmother, uncles, and others. On chap-
ter eight in the novel, Tom and Casey meet
Tonm'sfamily. Thewholefamily staystogether
becausetheday isthelast day for thefamily
livein. They will goto Cdiforniathenext day.

Old Tom laid hishammer gently onthe
floor and put hisnailsin hispocket. He
swung hisleg over theside and dropped
lithely to the ground, but oncebesidehis
son he seemed embarrassed and strange.
“Tommy,” hesaid, “wearegoin’ to Cali-
fornia Butwewasgonnawriteyou alet-
ter an’ tell you.” And he said, incredu-
loudly, “ But you' reback. You cangowith
us. Youcango! “(TGOW: 77)

Second, afamily is agroup of people
with same backgrounds and problems. Con-
cerning with thismeaning, in The Grapes of
Wrath, therearemigrant familiesliving together
insuch areasand in Route 66.

Inthe evening astrange thing happened:
thetwenty familiesbecameonefamily, the
childrenwerethechildrenof adl. Theloss
of homebecameoneloss, and thegolden
timeinthewasonedream. Andit might
bethat asick child threw despair intothe
hearts of twenty families, of ahundred
people; that abirththerein atent kept a
hundred people quiet and awestruck
through the night and filled a hundred
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peoplewiththebirth- joy inthemorning.
A family whichthenight before had been
lost and fearful might searchitsgoodsto
find a present for a new baby. In the
evening, Stting about thefires, thetwenty
wereone. They grew to be units of the
camps, units of the evenings and the
nights. A guitar unwrapped from ablan-
ket and tuned and the songs, which were
all of the people, weresung inthenights.
Men sang the words, and women
hummed thetunes (TGOW: 213).

Theword of family hasredefined when
the migrant familiesstay together in Route 66.
Thosefamiliessupport each other, they livein
togethernessand everybody isthe member of
family. Thereisnoonepersonaone. They live
for hel ping each other.

3.1.2 The Role of Family

Inthenovel, thefunction of family isa
placefor membersof family in getting warmth.
Soon after releasing from ajail at the begin-
ningonthenove, Tomfirstly goeshome. Even
though he hasto have aride on atruck, he
doesit for thereason of thefamily warmth.

The questionsof thedriver had thetone
of asubtle examination. He seemed to
spread nets, to set traps with his ques-
tions. “Lookin’ for ajob?’ he asked.
“No, my old man got aplace, forty acres.
He'sacropper, but we beentherealong
time” (TGOW: 8)

Thewarmthwill beamong thefamily if
themembersof family know what their rolein
thefamily is. Somewordseven areusel essfor
thedefinition when each other knowsand re-
gpectstheroleinthefamily. Everybody feels
comfort with hisor her role.

Andthenall of asudden, thefamily be-
ganto ... function. Pagot up and alighted

another lantern. Noah fromabox inthe
kitchen, brought out the bow-bladed
butchering knifeand whetted it onaworn
little carborundum stone. And helaid the
scraper on the chopping block, and the
knife beside it. Pa brought two sturdy
sticks, each threefeet long, and pointed
the endswith the ax, and hetied strong
ropes, double half-hitched, tothemiddle
of thesticks(TGOW: 113).

Eachmember of thefamily withtheir own
roleisdlucidatingamachinewithitspartswhich
arerunning and working together. Thisiswhat
itiscalled for thevery best and ideal family
condition so that the warmth can be reached.

Inviceversa, thedreamwill ruinif there
isabigforcebeyond thefamily imagination. In
fact, the dream built by the Joads and the
Oklahomafamily isruined by the disaster of
thebankswhichforcethemtoleavetharfarm-
lands. Those families have to replace their
dream by movingto Cdiforniain uncertainty.

Thelight wassftingrapidly over theland.
And themovement of thefamily stopped.
They stood about, reluctant to makethe
first activemoveto go. They wereafraid,
now that thetimehad comeafraidinthe
sameway Grampawasafraid. They saw
the shed take shape againgt thelight, and
they saw thelanterns pale until they no
longer cast their circlesof yellow light.
Thestarswent out, few by few, toward
thewest. And till thefamily stood about
like dream walkers, their eyesfocused
panoramically, seeing no detail, but the
wholedawn, thewholeland, thewhole
texture of the country at once. (TGOW:
123).

The hardship begins soon after the Joads
andthe other familiesliveasmigrants. It also
happensto themeaning of family. Therolefre-
quently haschanged. Noah and Joad leavethe
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family becausethey cannot anticipatewiththe
depression. PaJoad aswel| the children cedes
hisposition ashead of thefamily to Maduring
thejourney.

The second roleof thefamily isMaJoad
to beimportant acharacter of thefamily. The
very bad condition of the Joads creates Ma
Joad to be a helper for the family. She be-
comes the center of the Joads. Without Ma
Joad onthefamily, thereisno family bond un-
til the end of the story, “ She walked for the
family and held her head straight for thefam-
ily” (13.169).

Thebigroleof MaJoad toward thefam-
ily hasgivenanew definition. The Joads still
remind themsalvesthat thefamily bondisim-
portant than their individualism whether when
they haveto leave homesand thefarmlands,
whenthemembersof family aretill complete,
and or thewholefamily of the Joadsareina
family ties. They arenot likeWill Fedy whois
hired by the authority to destroy farmer’s
houseswith thetractors. Heisjust thinking
about himself. After thefact, people become
eadly toactindividuaism.

Ma Joad has a big influence to get the
togethernessback. She makesothersrealize
that they cannotlivea onewithout hel ping other
people. Thisisnot about afamily in short term
butitisafamily inalargemeaning.

The stout woman smiled. “No need to
thank. Everybody’ sin the samewagon.
S posewewasdown. You' dagiveusa
“Yes,” Masad, “wewould.”

“Or anybody.”

“Or anybody. Use' tabethefambly was
fust. Itain’t sonow. It'sanybody. Worse
off we get, the more we got to do.”
(TGOW: 491)

The role of Ma Joad who regains the
meaning of afamily istheclosing of thestory.
Thispartisvery dramatic and hasitsromantic

view whilethereisaspect of Steinbeck’sredl-
iam.

For aminute Rose of Sharon sat still in
thewnhispering barn. Then shehoisted her
tired body up and drew the comfort about
her. Shemoved dowly to the corner and
stood |ooking down at the wasted face,
into the wide, frightened eyes. Then
slowly she lay down beside him. He
shook hishead dowly fromsideto side.
Rose of Sharonloosened onesideof the
blanket and bared her breast. “ You got
to,” she said. She squirmed closer and
pulled hishead close. “There!” shesaid.
“There.” Her hand moved behind hishead
and supportedit. Her fingersmoved gen-
tly inhishair. Shelooked up and across
thebarn, and her lipscametogether and
smiled mysterioudly. (TGOW: 501-502)

Thosefamiliesare weak. In the weak-
ness, they redlizethat they facethe same prob-
lem whereas the government has abandon
them. Referring tothecondition, aredefinition
of afamily emerges. Whilethe new definition
iscoming, thenew role of thenew family fol-
lows.

Inthe evening astrange thing happened:
thetwenty families... becameonefamily,
thechildrenwerethechildrenof al. The
loss of home became oneloss, and the
goldentimein the\West was one dream.
(TGOW: 213).

Thisnew family encouragesahopefor
other migrant families, and it will bethethird
function of theroleof thefamily. Thenew one
becomes an institution with its complexity.
Consequently, there areleaders, making new
rules, and such supported things. Thoseequip-
mentsaremadefor protecting their peopleand
thenew society.
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Atfirg thefamiliesweretimidinthebuild-
ingand ... tumbling worlds, but gradualy
thetechniqueof building worldsbecame
their technique. Then leadersemerged,
then lawswere made, then codes came
into being. And as the worlds moved
westward they were more completeand
better furnished, for their builderswere
more experienced in building them.
(TGOW: 213)

Thenew ingtitution hasaroleto accom-
modate the needswhich istrusted onto them
asfounders. Theinstitutionismade based on
the same backgrounds and problemsin order
to solvetheir problem.

Next, itisimpossibleto build upthein-
stitution without having aleader. Inthiscase,
Jm Casey, hetriesto giveanew definitionto-
ward the concept of aholy that an experience
about Godishereon earth, and among human
beings. Itisnot animaginary. Heuseshisca-
pability to organizethemigrants.

“Every kid got aturtlesometimeor other.
Nobody can’t keep aturtlethough. They
work atitandwork at it, and at last one
day they get out and way they go off
somewheres. It'slikeme. | wouldn’ take
the good of gospel that wasjust layin’
thereto my hand. | gottobepickin’ at it
an workin' atituntil 1 gotital toredown.
Herel got thesperit sometimesan’ nothin’
to preach about. | got thecall tolead the
people, an’ no place to lead ‘em.”
(TGOW: 29-30)

Theingtitutionisdescribed asaminiature
of areal government. They know that thereal
government can not guaranteetheir liveand
even can not protect them. Inthe miniature,
they actuaizethoughtsand idess. Thesefami-
liesneed agovernment. A society isneeded to
protect and carefor the need of people.

Thefamiliesmoved westward, and the
technique of building the ... worldsim-
proved so that the people could be safe
intheir worlds, and theformwassofixed
that afamily actingin therulesknew it
wassafeintherules. (TGOW: 214)

When an organized ingtitution has been
made, some contributionsof thesociety area
must to keep the existence of theinstitution.
Thestrength of it issupported by the contri-
butionsof the society. If thereisgood under-
standing about it, theinstitution will runwell
autometically.

And asthe carsmoved westward, each
member of thefamily grew into hisproper
place, grew into hisduties; so that each
member, old and young, had hisplacein
thecar; sothat intheweary, hot evenings,
when the cars pulled into the camping
places, each member had his duty and
went toit without ingtruction: childrento
gather wood, to carry water; mento pitch
thetentsand bring down the beds, women
to cook the supper and to watch while
thefamily fed. And thiswasdonewith-
out command. Thefamilies, which had
been unitsof which theboundarieswere
ahouseat night, afarm by day, changed
their boundaries. Inthelong hot light, they
were silent in the cars moving slowly
westward; but at night they integrated with
any group they found. (TGOW: 215)

Fromthefact above, therearesomeroles
of afamily in The Grapes of Wrath both in
surfaceand degp meaning. Thefirstisafamily
isaplacefor warmth. Second, thisfamily on
the novel givesachanceto MaJoadto bea
leader of thefamily. Third, afamily redefines
asawiderangeterm. Thefamily iscreated
because of the same background and prob-
lem and with whom the society truststheir
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hopes. Besidesthat, thefamily isaminiature
of areal government and a place where the
society actualize their thoughts and ideas.
Thesefamilies need agovernment to protect
them and carefor the needs of the people.

4. Conclusion

Structural analysiswhichisusedinthis
research isasatool to answer the problem
formulationinthepreviouspage. Besidesfind-
ing theelementsthat build the structure of the
novel, elaborating therole of each elementis
worthy working. Sothat, structural andysisis
not astudy of putting apart of the building of
the novel but it givesanew meaning, para-
digm, tothenovd itsdf. Thentheliterary work
will awaysbeactual to beread.

Themeisimportant asapart of thestory
becauseit unifiesall el ementsof thestory ele-
ments. Themeof The Grapes of Wrath isfam-
ily isaplaceto survive. Thefamily isatool for
survival. The Joadsin The Grapes of Wrath
provesthat they can livefor survival witha
family bond though there aretwo members,
Noah and Connie, leavethefamily withtheir
own persona reasons and nowhere to be
found.

Mostly the charactersonthenovel care
for thefamily. They are born to redefinethe

inditutionnamdy ‘family’. Thecharacter of this
isTom Joad Junior. He dedicateshislifefor
thefamily and neglectshisindividudism. When-
ever hisbrother Noah and hisbrother inlaw
Connieleavefor their personal business, he
keepsstaying withthefamily.

Another e ement which supportsthestory
building ischronologica plot. Next, thenove
usessevera different placesbased ontheno-
madic life of the Joads during thejourney as
Sallisaw, Oklahoma; Route 66; Central Cali-
fornia(Bakersfield, Hooverville, Weedpatich,
Tulare). Further, thedinamic effect fully onthe
story isacquired from point of view. They are
thedinamiclife; theway of their chalangeto-
ward the hardship, and nomadic life of the
Joads.

Themeaning of family in The Grapes of
Wrath hastwo supporting dimensions. First,
afamily isnuclear family, consstingusudly a
father, mother and children. They liveasa
household and in onehouse. Sometimes, they
consider extended family particularly grandfa-
ther, grandmother, uncles, and others. Second,
afamily isagroup of peoplewith same back-
grounds and problems. In The Grapes of
Wrath, themeaning of family dramatically is
gained from their family bond and together-
nessat Route 66.
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