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Abstract

This paper aims to describe and discuss the messages and meanings of the short story “The Lazy Jack”. The
significance of this research is for building new frame that analyzing literary work is only viewed from the
setting or character in simple manner, but also can be viewed from identity theory assisted with critical
thinking as the thinking approach rationally and based on the reason; reason is based on the researchers’
capacity in deepening and learning the situations and conflict happening to the character in the story. It is
qualitative research in which the data collection is started from coding obtained from the text “The Lazy
Jack™ in line with the goal of the research. From the result of data collection through coding, every findings
show that Jack does not have the firm personal identity, firm life principle, life vision, and struggling for
survival. He is the one dependent on others although he himself always fails to learn to be better. It means
that Jack is without persoal and social identity.
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2) Identity salience is defined as the

probability that an identity will be in-
voked across a variety of situations,
or, alternatively, as the differential
probability across persons that an
identity will be invoked in a given si-
tuation.

What can be detail explaination is
that model for identity theory is (Burke,
1991; Burke & Tully, 1977) formulated into
the follggjing:

1) The identity standard, or the set of

(culturally prescribed) meanings held

by the individual defining their role

1. Introduction

Identity in literary work can be reflected
tfrom the characters narrated in the story.
Identity exhibits how the characters appear in
every part of the story. Identity theory
(Stryker, Sheldon & Burke, 1980; Layder,
2004) m@ges in two goals:
1) Understanding and explaining how
social structures impact self;
2) Understanding and explaining how
self impacts social behaviors.
In understanding that context, it is
very necessary to get the detail explaination
on how identity should be viewed to be able

to comprehend and analyze the identity of
characters in a story (Stryker, 1968; Wells,
L. Edward and Stryker, 1988) and it is ex-
plainedggs follows:

1) Social roles are expectations attached
to positions occupied in networks of
relationships; identities are internali-
zed role expectations;
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identity in a situation;

2) Perceptions by the person of mea-
nings within the situation matched to
the dimensions of meaning in the
identity standard;

Personality as identity is the other
form explaining that identity should be vie-
wed as the self identity. In Freud’ view,
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ev@@y personality development is intervened
by id, ego, and superego. The id is defined as
the seat of drives and instincts (a throwback
to the original drive model), whereas the ego
represents the logical, rcality-mnted part of

the mind, and the superego is akin to a cons-
cience, or set of moral guidelines and prohi-
bitions (Fancher, 1998). Here is the model
used in identity of the characters:

Neo-Analytic Models of Personality

Theorist  Key Assumption Key Assumption
Sy dynafn 1es (especm}ly LI Striving for superiority, inferiority com-
Adler order) are primary determinants of lex
Emonality. P
Social interactions between indivi- h ial st devel tal
Erikson dual and significant others are key I
p : crises
in personality development.
Personality is best understood with
Fromm refe;rf:nce o prevalllp g 50cial apd Authoritarianism
political (as well as intrapsychic)
forces.
Horney anantile dependef}cy—pnwerlessness T L
is key to personality.
Personality is shaped by spiritual
Jung forces as well as by biological and Archetypes, collective unconscious
social variables.
Personality can only be conceptua-
Sullivan  lized within the context of an indi- Personifications, developmental epochs

vidual’s core relationships.

In wunderstanding personal identity
through identity theory, it is very important
to pay attention critical thinking as thinking
framework so that identity theory used used
can be asWd with the critical thinking
existence. Critical thinking is evaluating
whether we should be convinced that some
claim is true or some argument is good, as
well as formulating good arguments
(Epstein, 2006). In critical thinking, anyone
is required to be able to show one’s belief
that what he or she thinks and says is
belible and convincing.

Critical thinking is related to both deeper
and higher order thinking. It is a process of
considering a topic or problfrom multiple
perspectives and focuses on achieving a
particular outcome/resolution or simply to
better understand all aspects of an issue. It
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Source: (Bornstein, 2003)
may challenge established beliefs or prior

knowledges and can provoke further
questions or areas to explore/research (Bahr,
2010). It means that in critical thinking, the
approach used in thinking should be based
on the self capacity to participate in
contextual meaning completed with the prior
knowledge. Consequently, there should be
ouput gained from thinking process.
Thinking in critical thinking should be based
on logical reason in which there should be
started from thesis, anti-thesis, and synthesis
(Limnatis, 2010).
Golding (2011) views critical thinking a
thinking-encouraging al:aoach where the it
is important to scatfold students to think for
themselves, rather than leading them to
understand a body of knowledge. It is done,
based on isolating and articulating critical
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the
questions expert critical thinkers ask. The
result of using this method is that students

thinking by ‘reverse enginecering’

will be immersed in the practice of making
critical judgements where they will hone
skills,
character and begin to speak, act and think
like expert critical thinkers. Therefore,
cultivating critical thinking to students as the

their critical cultivate a critical

example is the description how critical
thinking uoulcl be practiced.

The fundamental purpose of the function
of thinking is to attribute meaning to events
in our lives, classify these events into

tegories and identify them subjectively.
individuals who can effectively utilise
critical thinking in their lives are individuals
who possess the skills and disp&ition
necessary for critical thinking. critical
thinking is an important cognitive skill
which affects students’ viewpoints on events,
their perceptions concerning what transpires
in their environment and their decision-
making processes (Tosuncuoglu, 2018). It
means that critical thinking is needed as
thinking framework in responding towards
any issues or problems.
paper
enhance critical thinking in analyzing short

Because this was aimed to
story “’The Lazy Jack™ viewed from identity
theory, so this concept was used to help
identity theory in finding out the messages
and meanings expressed in such short story.
The significance is that it
perspective dealing with critical thinking
combined with the

approach in literary  work.

gives new

identity theory as

analyzing
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Hopefully, its practice enriches state of the
art.

2. Method
It is a qualitative research in which the
research was conducted by taking the data

from a short story entitled “The Lazy Jack”,
a strory describing a character known as the
person who is lazy. The character of lazy
towards the character was illustrated as the
one who never thinks before acting or
deciding to do something.

In conducting the data collection, it was
started from coding in which coding was
mu:tioned to sign every data considered
important to note so that the data collection
was rigidly done. Coding was done to make
the step that called
categorizing in which categorizing aimed to
make subcoding based on the data needed.

casy next was

Therefore, categorizing is a part of coding
done in data collection. Because the goal of
paper was oriented to obtain the messages
and meanings expressed in the story, the data
collection was focused on the paper goal.
The data collected were interpreted based on
the paper goal as the final step of coding.
The coding used in this paper was manual
coding (Saldana, 2013). Therefore, it used
the researcher’s knowledge in analyzing the
text. Through critical thinking combined
with identity theory as the knowledge
capital, the researcher worked in analyzing
the short story.
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3. Result and Dl'icussion

him Lazy Jack.
him!

house."

ONCE upon a time there was a boy whose name was Jack. Jack lived with
his mother. They were very poor, and the old woman made her living by spin-
ning. But Jack was so lazy that he did nothing but lie in the sun in the hot
weather in the summer, and sit by the fire-place in the winter. So people called

His mother could not make him work. At last one Monday she said to

"If you don't begin to work for your porridge, 1 will turn you out of the

These words made Jack do something.

Figure 1. Jack
Jack in figure 1 is dominated by the
igfjicfined as the seat of drives and instincts
(a throwback to the original drive model).
His life performance does not show the effort
to change the life better. His poor economy
does not drive him to do change effort what
to do. He enjoys the life and accepts the rea-
lity given although it does not contribute
towards the better life.

Jack declares him as a child although
he is not a child. The seat of drives and ins-
tincts embrace him so that he does not feel
that he is not a child.

with His Identity

In the Sigmund Freud’s theory
(Fancher, 1998), he is in unconsciousness
dealing with who he is and what he is. He is
conscious after his mother threathens him.
His consciousness appears because of exter-
nal factor. Sullivan says that Jack’s consci-
ousness be conceptualized within the context
of an individual’s core relationships. Jung
mentions that personality is shaped by spir-
itual forces as well as by biological and so-
cial variables. Jack as the person charaterized
as the lazy person appears not to do anything
to change his behaviour.

farmer for a penny. Bu

"T'll do so another time." answered Jack,

So on Tuesday, he went out and hired himself for a day to a neighboring
hen he was going home in the evening, he lost the penny.
"You silly boy," said his mother, "vou should have put it in your pocket."

Figure 2. Jack with His Identity

Jack as shown in figure 2 is the one
categorized hopeless identity. When rising
up, it is driven by id Horney includes him as
the person with infantile dependency-
powerlessness and in basic anxiety. He is not
independent, not tough in struggling for life.

In identity theory usage, social roles
arec expectations attached to positions occu-
pied in networks of relationships; identities
are internalized role expectations (Stryker,
1968; Wells, L. Edward and Stryker, 1988).
Jack in this position is weak in interaction.
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He does not know what to do with the penny
he holds. Jack is categorized as the person
who is alone in his environment and never
does the effort to make him better. Jack
characterized as the hopeless person is the
explaination that he does not have life vision
what to do. His identity is no identity. His
identity reflects his zero knowledge how to
start to interact with the other. What Jack
shows in his activity is his reflection on how
he does the life. It is meant that Jack is the
one who does not know who he is actually.
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home.

"T'll do so another time," answered Jack.

On Wednesday, Jack went out again and hired himself to a cowman. The
cowman gave him a jar of milk for hav's work. Jack took the jar of milk and put
it into the large pocket of his jacket. But the milk was all spilled long before he got

"Oh! You should have carried it on your head," said the old woman.

Figure 3. Jack wiff] His Identity

The same mistake foolish reappears
towards Jack shown in figure 3 in which he
does not have kwoledge to differentiate jar of
@ik and pocket. Again, he is mastered by
the id, dgined as the seat of drives and in-
stincts (a throwback to the original drive
model). What he sees is perceived right to
use although it is wrong. Burke (1991) men-
tions that what Jack performs is result of self
perception what he sees and considers right
according to his perception. Therefore, the
sama mistake foolish done by Jack is the
reality of Jack’s character.

This is in line with Olson and Maio's
view (2003) that attitudes do not exist in
isolation from each other or from other

@pnstructs. For example, people who favor
(cial assistance payments to the poor may
(h average possess positive attitudes toward
@her social welfare programs such as
national health care and subsidized housing.
Bhe positive attitudes toward all of these
(Fograms may in turn arise be- cause the
(Ferson attaches high importance to the social
@hlue of helpfulness. Such relations among
@ititudes and values may have implications
(3 stability and change in attitudes. In this
@Bction, we consider how attitudes are
structurally and functionally related to each
other and how sets of attitudes may be
related to higher-order constructs such as
values and ideologies.

part of it, and part of it was in his hair.

On Thursday, Jack hired himself again t
farmer gave him a large soft cheese for his work. Jack took the cheese and went
home with it on his head. By tf time he got home the cheese was ail spoilt. He lost

"You foolish boy," said the mother, "vou should have carried it very carefully in your
hands." "I'll do so another time," answered Jack.

farmer. In the evening the

Figure 4. Jack with His Identity

It is the same mistake in figure 4 that
Jack actually is the person genre who does
not have independence and knowledge. In
identity theory, Jack does not know how to
use and what to use. Again, he is blank with
what he faces. Id dominates his life. The
thing to remember is that Jack seems not
having the capacity to change his habit.
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Jack is the one who is always busy
with himself so that such condition pushes
him not to make him better in self
personalization. Jack with his character that
is not open with ouside world teaching life
dynamics causes him left behind in doing
any adaptations and assimilations (Bornstein,
2003).
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ter you."

On Friday, Lazy Jack again went out and hired himself to a baker. The
baker gave him nothing for his work but a large cat. Jack took the cat, and began
to carry it very carefully in his hands, but in a short time the cat scratched him so
much that he let it go. When he got home, his mother said to him:

"You silly boy, you should have tied a string to it, and dragged it along af-

"T'll do so another time," answered Jack.

Figure 5. Jack with His Identity

Burke mentions the identity standard,
or the set of (culturally prescribed) meanings
held by the individual defining their role
identity in a situation. Jack in this case can-
not position himself as the person what he
has to do. It is in line what From (Bornstein,
2003) says dealing with infantile dependen-
cy-powerlessness and basic anxiety.

Jack is positioned as the unstable
person because he psychologically does not
have principle in determining himself what
to do. Jack is anxious what to do and how he
thinks and acts. Consequently, he is in bad
situation in which Jack puts himself as the
person in questioning.

A Oshman & Manosevitz, 1974) state
that one’s identity is determined based on
how the person performs and does
interaction with other. One’s identity is the
reflection on who the one position himself to
himself and to others as a social creature. It
means that in identity formation, there
should be self afirmation that the one is
stable in psychological aspect so that this
condition supports the one’s identity for
himself and for ther others. Jack in this
context as the character in the story is told as
the one who is undergoing identity crisis in
which he does not know what he does and
how to do with anything happening to him.

had only cabbage for Sunday dinner.

shoulder."

"T'll do so another time," answered Jack.

On Saturday, Jack hired himself to a butcher, who gave him a shoulder of
mutton for his work. Jack took the mutton, tied a string to it, and dragged it along
after him. By the time he got home, the meat was quite spoilt.

s time his mother was very angry, for the next day was Sunday, and she

"You foolish boy," said she to her son, "you should have carried it on your

Figure 6. Jack with His Identity

Jack in figure 6 is blank what to do
with the mutton he got from a buthcer as the
compensation. He considers mutton the thing
tied and dragged. In his weak capacity dea-
ling with mutton raw material, Jack is cate-
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gorized as the person with Infantile depen-
dency-powerlessness, basic anxiety. In Hor-
ney’s view, his perfomance foolish is the self
reflection that he is no identity (Bornstein,
2003).
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It is the irony for Jack in which he
seems not using his mind to be able to think
logically. It means that Jack is Jack who is
foolish because of his behavior not to learn
from his mother’s advice. He has undergone
identity crisis for himself as the person
unstablgf)

Personal identity consists in non-
branch-ing psychological connectedness and
continuity.  There is  psychological
connectedness when a person remembers
doing or experiencing some- thing that
someone earlier did or experienced, or when
a person's intention to do something leads to

its later being done, or when psychological
states, such as beliefs and desires, persist
over time (Martin, 1988).

What Martin said means that Jack
does not have personal identity. Jack is not
grouped in personal identity that has goal
and target in as much as whatever Jack does
always creates anger from his mother. Every
action Jack does makes his mother angry and
dissapointed so that this condition produces
identity crisis for Jack himself as the
character narrated in the story. Jack is
positioned meaningless towards himself
illustrated in the story.

ders and began to wallflowly home.

somebody made her laugh.

On the next Monday, Lazy Jack again went out, and hired himself to a cat-
tle keeper, who gave him a donkey for his work. Jack put the donkey on his shoul-

Now it happened that on his way home he passed the house of a rich man. This
man had an only daughter, who was a beautiful girl, but she was deaf and dumb.
She had never laughed in her life, and the doctors said she would never speak till

Figure 7. Jack with His Identity

In the second paragraph in figure 7, it
is said that Jack’s foolish perfomance is con-
sidered herb for the one with deaf and dumb.
It is actually satire stating that only those
with no brains will be successfull persons. In
other words, dream comes true if it is rea-
ched through working hard and working with
intelligence.

Erikson in Bornstein (2003) says that
social interactions between individual and
others are key in personality development.
Jack seems not having good interaction with
other people so that he is not motivated to be
a better person. He considers himself as the
person who has enough knowledge what to
do although he always makes the same mis-
takes in everything what he does.

speak.

Now it happened that this young lady was looking out of the window
when Jack was rfsing with the donkey on his shoulders. The sight was so funny
and strange that she burst out laughing and at once found that she could hear and

Figure 8. Jack with His Identity
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It is also satire narrating Jack’s per-
formance shown in figure 8 and it is said to
be herb for the one with deaf and dumb to be
able to hear and speak. It is only imagined
identity teaching us to be human beings with
ego and super ego in order not to be laughed
because of our strange and foolish perfoman-
ces.

What is shown in figure 8 is only
imaginative example in which it does not
describe the real thing. The foolishness
behaviour performed by Jack infg series of
events teaches the life wisdom. When Jack
was passing with the donkey on his
shoulders narrated in the story is called
giving herb for the one with deaf and dumb
to be able to hear and speak, it is the satire in
which it suggests us not to be foolish like
Jack in doing the life.

What is described in figure 8 is not
the self identity of Jack, but a failure in
describing his identity as the person or
character in a story. It is no matter that Jack
is lazy, but it can be a problem in framing
and building identity when Jack always puts
himself as the person who never learns from
the experience. Therefore, self identity of
Jack does not represent his himselfness.
What happens to Jack is explained by Stets
and Burke (2003) that Jack in every series of
actions in different situations never moves to
be better in performing his behaviour.

Based on all discussions from all
findings, it is very important to use critical
thinking in assisting identity theory in
analyzing the literary work. Critical thinking
used in analyzing short story “The Lazy
Jack” through identity theory has contributed
towards the deep analysis of the literary
work. Therefore, Jack described in the story
is the character without having firm life
principle, life vision, and struggling for
survival. He is the one dependent on others
although he himself always fails to learn to
be better.

4. Conclusion

Jack based on his life story can be ca-
tegorized as the person without identity. His

Vol. x (x) (20xx) xx-xx

identity as personal and social creature is
doubtful because from every his life way
from day to day told in the story, Jack al-
ways is the unluck person. When he will be
lucky, his luck is blocked by his foolish
behavior and action.

Jack is analogized as the character
who never stops to do the same mistake and
tfoolish although it harms him; other people
laugh at and mock him.
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