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The 2013 Curriculum emphasizes the cultivation of individual values. There are 

18 values to be instilled, one of which is caring for the environment. These values 

are taught through daily teaching and learning activities. Environmental 

awareness is discussed in the year four student book under theme three. This 

research is designed as a descriptive-qualitative study facilitating document 

study. Data collection was done using the data analysis technique, content 

analysis. The validity of the data was tested using semantic validity and stability 

reliability. Results showed that the value of environmental awareness was 

present in theme three of the year four student book and can be divided into 

three indicators. These indicators include caring for plants, caring for animals 

as well as caring for other human beings. In conclusion, theme three of the year 

four student book is regarded as appropriate teaching material. 

INTRODUCTION 

Background  

The 21st century is known as the disruption era or the millennial generation. Most daily 
activities have now shifted from face-to-face to virtual. The development of information 
and communication technology has grown at a speedy rate. This has also affected the 
constant development of gadgets. The millennial generation facilitates these gadgets daily, 
either for school, work, or even to communicate with their family or friends. The use of 
these gadgets has led to the reduction of live social interactions. Children have been found 
to experience difficulty adapting to their environment after actively using their devices 
(Rahmalah et al., 2019). This negatively impacts their environmental awareness. Some 
examples include the lack of social etiquette of greeting people around their neighborhood 
and the inclination to litter without care. Individual character-building should be 
encouraged within children to become moral members of society, ultimately leading to 
producing a distinguished nation. 
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As the nation’s next generation, students are directed through individual character-
building to have good morals and values to result in a nation that lives fairly, safely, and 
prosperously (Putri, 2018). In 2013, the Indonesian government, mainly through the acts of 
the Ministry of Education and Culture (Kementrian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan, 
Kemendikbud), started to push forward the planting of these values through schools. The 
ministry chose to do this by changing to a new curriculum, known as the 2013 Curriculum, 
from the existing Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidik (KTSP). There are 18 values stated for 
the purpose of character building (Hasan, 2009), including: 1. Religiousness; 2. Honesty; 3. 
Tolerance; 4. Discipline; 5. Hard work; 6. Creativity; 7. Independence; 8. Democracy; 9. 
Curiosity; 10. Spirit of Nationality; 11. Love for the Nation; 12. Appreciation for 
Achievements; 13. Friendly/Social; 14. Love for Peace; 15. Fondness for Reading; 16. 
Environmental Awareness; 17. Social Awareness; 18. Responsibility. In 2016, the 
Kemendikbud conducted a revolution of the nation’s values. They implemented Penguatan 
Pendidikan Karakter (PPK) to support character building. The five main values listed as 
prioritized values in the PPK include: 1. Religiousness; 2. Nationalism; 3. Gotong royong 
(Communal work or working together); 4. Integrity; 5. Independence. 

Based on the 18 character values and the five main prioritized values, the value of 
environmental awareness seems interesting to analyze. Integrity is the practice of 
constantly being honest in word, action and having the commitment and loyalty to stay 
within humanity’s values and morals (Kemendikbud, 2017). Environmental awareness is the 
attitude and act of constantly preventing the destruction of the environment in addition to 
developing methods of mending damage that has already been done to the environment 
(Hasan, 2009). 

Problem of Study 

As Indonesia enters the millennial era, environmental awareness has started to decline 
within the nation. Many citizens litter, illegally cut down trees, do not care for animals and 
plants around them accordingly, and so on. Humans do not realize that it is their doings that 
lead to natural disasters. Due to this, environmental awareness must be planted in children 
from when they are young. In Al-Quran Q.S 31:17, Allah SWT said O my dear son, establish 
prayer, encourage what is good and forbid what is evil, and endure patiently whatever 
befalls you (Fu’adah & Nugraheni, 2020). Indeed these are the things that Allah requires.  

Implementation of the environmental awareness character in the 2013 curriculum can 
be done maximally by education providers, mainly teachers. Teachers can maximize 
implementation when supported by appropriate tools. The teacher and student books 
developed by the Kemendikbud can be used as one of these supportive tools. In theme 
three of the fourth-grade book, they discuss caring for all living creatures, which is of 
interest to this study. An analysis was done to observe whether the value of environmental 
awareness, such as caring for plants, animals, and helping one another, has been 
implemented in theme 3 of the fourth-grade student book. 

State of the Art 

Similar studies regarding the analysis of books for character-building values have 
previously been done. Rahma (2018) analyzed character-building values in theme 4 of the 
2013 curriculum year three student book that discussed social awareness. Adi (2018) 
examined the contents of primary textbooks for character-building purposes. Sayekti (2019) 
analyzed the core principles of natural science education in theme three, subtheme one of 
the 2013 curriculum year four student book. Danawati et al. (2020) investigated the 
characteristic values in thematic student books that discussed character building. 
Permatasari & Anwas (2019) analyzed character-building in year seven natural sciences 
textbooks. Mardikarini & Suwarjo (2016) studied the values contained in the 2013 
curriculum teacher and student textbooks. Hutama et al. (2019) analyzed the character-
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building contents in the reading portions of the year four student book with the theme of 
the beauty of togetherness. Rahayuningtyas (2013) examined contents of character values 
in the 2013 curriculum primary teacher and student handbooks. Lastly, Kusmilawati et al. 
(2019) analyzed the character values of year four students during the Indonesian language 
subject while they were learning to read. 

Gap Study & Objective 

This study hoped to improve teachers’ understanding of the character-building values 
of environmental awareness stated in theme 3 of the year four student book. With this 
improved understanding, teachers will innovate their education delivery methods and 
provide students with the best education. Ultimately, this will supply students with values 
regarding environmental awareness that are targeted and maximized. It would produce a 
future generation that is noble, as well as socially and environmentally aware. 

METHOD 

Type and Design 

This study is descriptive qualitative research facilitating a document study design. The 
document source is the 2017-revised version of theme three of the year four student book 
published by the Ministry of Education and Culture, as well as journals and literature related 
to our discussion. 

Data and Data Sources 

Data from this study are sentences from theme three of the year four student book that 
contains character-building values of environmental awareness. This study facilitated both 
primary and secondary data. Primary data were collected directly from the primary data 
source, namely theme three of the year four student book. On the other hand, secondary 
data were collected from book identification, relevant past studies, and other data or 
references that may be correlated to our interests. 

Data collection technique 

Documents 

The documents technique is used to collect data sourced from writing such as books and 
journal articles. 

Data analysis 

Data validity was tested using semantic validity and reliability stability. Semantic validity 
was used to judge the appropriateness of the researched meaning, which is the value of 
environmental awareness in theme three of the year four student book. Reliability stability 
was done by repeated reading of the obtained data to ensure the same understanding of 
the studied document each time. 

RESULT 

Social Awareness 

1. On page four, “Let’s Observe,” there is a picture of a group of people pulling a fishing 
net out from the sea. This activity was done by helping one another (gotong royong) and  
reflects the value of social awareness. 
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Figure 1: Gotong royong activity 

2. On page 98, in the third question under “Let’s Try”, the sentence “inviting friends and 
family to do the same thing”. The word inviting depicts the value of social awareness. 

 
Figure 2: The word “inviting” 

3. On page 114, the sentence “discuss other examples of caring for the environment with 
your friend!”. This discussion activity will train students to voice their opinions as well 
as improve their listening skills. Students were asked to pick out solutions that they will 
do themselves. The word discussion depicts values of caring for the environment, an 
indicator of social awareness. 

 
Figure 3: The word “discussion” 

4. On page 140, there is a story entitled “Community service in the school garden”. This 
story depicts that working together will make the task complete earlier and the 
environment cleaner in a shorter amount of time. This activity contains values of social 
awareness as well as care for plants. 
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Figure 4: The sentence “Community service in the school garden” 

Care for Plants 

1. On page 40, the sentence “the following are some ways to the sustainable growth of 
rice so that it can continue to be enjoyed by the Indonesian community.” The word 
“sustainable” means to protect or preserve to maintain. The phrase “sustainable growth 
of rice” depicts care for plants. 
 

 
Figure 5: The sentence “How to sustain rice” 

 
2. On page 10, there is a table that contains the question, “Have you taken advantage of 

plants wisely?” The word “taken advantage of plants” depicts care for plants. 
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Figure 6: The word “taken advantage of plants” 

3. On page 24, “Let’s read”, there is a text entitled “Lani and her Younger Sibling”. It tells 
the story of Lani who constantly maintains the plants in their home and her younger 
sibling who often forgets to take care of the plants. Lani’s actions reflect the value of 
care for plants. 

 
Figure 7: The text “Lani and her younger sibling” 

4. On page 26, there is an activity section that contains the activity “Create a schedule to 
take care of a plant that you have planted. Be disciplined in following the schedule!”. 
This activity teaches students to care for plants and to be disciplined in maintaining 
plants that they have planted. 

 
Figure 8: Schedule for Maintaining your Plant 
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5. On page 45, there is the question “What have you done well while caring for that plant? 
Explain!”. This question will teach students to recall past activities that they have done 
to care for the plants they planted. This question contains the value of care for plants. 

 
Figure 9: The question regarding caring for plants 

6.  On page 97, there are pictures of animals and plants that are cared for and not cared 
for. Students were asked to observe these pictures and to give a tick on which animals 
and plants were maintained well. This activity will directly stimulate the students’ brains 
in differentiating which plants and animals were taken care of and which of them were 
not. This activity reflects environmental awareness, care for animals and plants 
indicator. 

 
Figure 10: Choosing plants and animals that were taken care of 

7. On page 136, there is a story entitled “Beautiful flower in the town garden”. The story 
depicts that we must take care of all plants in that garden and it contains the value of 
care for plants. 
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Figure 11: The story “Beautiful flower in the town garden” 

 
8. On page 141, there is a story entitled “To-be fruits must be cared for”. The story explains 

that before picking fruits from the trees, we must first ensure that it is ripe and ready. 
This story depicts the value of care for plants. 

 
Figure 12: The story “To-be fruits must be cared for” 

Care for Animals 
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1. On page 49, there is the question “What can be done to preserve the sustainability of 
the bird of paradise?”. This question is one where the answer will reflect the value of 
care for animals. 

 
Figure 13: The question about preserving the sustainability of the bird of paradise 

2. On page 52, there is the question “What can you do to protect butterflies?”. This 
question reflects the value of care for animals. 

 
Figure 14: The question about protecting butterflies 

 
3. On page 52 “Let’s create”, students are directed to make posters about preserving the 

sustainability of animals. This activity depicts the value of care for animals. 

 
Figure 15: Making a poster activity 

 
4. On page 54, there is a story entitled “Dayu and Si Mungil”. The story depicts the value 

of care for animals. 
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Figure 16: The story Dayu and Si Mungil 

5. On page 57 “let’s write”, students were tasked to write about their experiences in caring 
for their pets. This activity reflects the value of care for animals. 

 
Figure 17: Writing a story about taking care of pets 

 
6. On page 92, there is a story entitled “Maintain the sustainability of rare animals”. This 

story is about efforts that can be done to protect and sustain animals that are near 
extinction. It depicts the value of care for animals. 
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Figure 18: The story maintains the sustainability of rare animals 

 
7. On page 134, the story is entitled “Let si Cuwit fly freely!”. The story explains that we 

have to let birds fly free and that reflects the value of care for animals. 

 
Figure 19: The story let si Cuwit fly freely! 
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8. On page 138, the story is entitled “Kiki and Lala, beloved rabbits”. The story teaches 
students to care for their pets. It contains the value of care for animals. 

 
Figure 20: The story Kiki and Lala, beloved rabbits 

 

DISCUSSION 

Character building during primary school is one of the main beginning of planting morals 
in a child. In this primary school age, children are still in the concrete operational stage of 
their development. During this stage, children require real things and examples when 
learning components regarding character building. Character building during primary school 
is not the task and responsibility of the teachers alone, but also all members of the society, 
which are responsible for building the characters of our future generation. However, 
parents and family share the main responsibility in building a child’s personality, as they 
spend most of their time with family compared to at school. 

With the constantly developing times, Indonesia has now moved into the disruption era. 
This era is marked by how society’s activities are shifted from the originally face-to-face to 
a virtual manner. The disruptive age demands humanity to understand and facilitate their 
knowledge and information and communication technology. This era has also involved 
many fields, including education. Many parents experience difficulties when their children 
need to study using today’s technologies, one of which is advanced gadgets. The difficulties 
experienced by parents range from them being unable to provide these gadgets as it is not 
cheap, being unable to operate the gadget, and being unable to supervise their children’s 
use of the devices because of a packed routine. As a result, character-building should also 
be done at school. The school environment and teachers are now considered an essential 
key to a student’s successful character building. This is in line with what Milson and Mehling 
in Rusminiati (2016) mentioned that teachers are an important factor in the development 
of an individual’s character at a young age. As such, teachers must be able to provide an 
excellent example of behavior in schools as well as in the surrounding environment. 

Only providing an excellent example of behavior is not sufficient. Teachers must also 
voice these out to children through subjects devised to build character. This is supported by 
Judiani (2010), saying the Indonesian education system is too focused on developing 
cognition and academics but lacks soft skills or nonacademic development. This leads to the 
need for a curriculum that considers values that build character during the education 
process. The Indonesian government, specifically the Ministry of Education and Culture, 
decided to change the previously used KTSP to the 2013 curriculum in response to this. 
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In theme three, “Care toward living things” of the year four student book, environmental 
awareness was discussed in all sub-themes but not in every Learning Sections. In the first 
sub-theme, “Animals and plants around my house”, there was an emphasis on the 
environmental awareness character-building indicator care toward plants. Care for plants 
were also existent in Learning Section 1, Learning Section 2, Learning Section 3, Learning 
Section 4, and Learning Section 6. Sub-theme one also contains components of 
environmental awareness character building, emphasizing the indicator of care toward 
other people. This was found in Learning Section 1. Care toward plants, which is one 
indicator of environmental awareness character building, must be taught to students from 
a young age. This is done so that students have an awareness and the sense of owning over 
the plants around them from an early stage. A sense of ownership is necessary as students 
will then be disciplined in maintaining and caring for it. As a result, there will be no more 
destruction of nature in the future, such as mass deforestation, littering, and so on. This will 
lead to the sustainability of the natural resources found in Indonesia. Habituation of values 
in environmental awareness character building can be seen through several activities, 
including reading texts, pictures as well as discussions with other students to share in 
between each other and protect the environment well (Judiani, 2010). In sub-theme one, 
“Animals and Plants around my neighborhood” of theme three, “Care toward living things” 
of the year four student book, the subject matter of caring for plants was presented well. 
However, no subject matter correlates to caring for animals. 

In sub-theme two, “The variety of living things around me” of theme three, “Care toward 
living things” of the year four student book, the indicator care for animals of environmental 
awareness character building is existent. This can be found in Learning Section 1, Learning 
Section 2, and Learning Section 6. In theme three, “Care toward living things” of the year 
four student book, caring for animals was emphasized by protecting rare animals such as 
the bird of paradise and caring for pets such as cats. In sub-theme two, only the indicator 
care for animals was existent. The indicators caring for plants and caring for other human 
beings were not present. 

In the year four student book, all three indicators were present in sub-theme three of 
theme three, “Care toward living things,” in the year four student book. Sub-theme three is 
complimentary for the previous sub-themes. In addition, it also contains literacy-building 
aspects based on caring for plants, caring for animals, and caring for other human beings. 
Reading texts in theme 3, “Care toward living things”, of the year four student book further 
supports the use of this book as teaching material. The building of literacy is aimed at 
improving students’ understanding of the importance of environmental awareness. 
(Meilani, 2013) mentions that the integration of character building in school teachings can 
be done by adding character-building values into all school subjects and teaching activities. 
Theme three, “Care toward living things,” of the year four student book contains values of 
environmental awareness character building and is suitable to be used as teaching material. 

Theme three, “Care toward living things,” of the year four student book can be used as 
teaching material. Teachers are required to be innovative in their education delivery 
methods. This is so that the students can absorb environmental awareness values found in 
the student book in a targeted and maximized manner. If this is done well, then the goal of 
character building has been achieved, leading to a future generation with distinguished 
personalities. 

CONCLUSION 

Novelty and Contribution  

Divided dimensions hindered previous studies on environmental awareness.  A 
comprehensive environmental awareness character building would produce a future 
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generation that is pious, noble, virtuous, and distinguished. This study discussed the 
implementation of environmental awareness character-building comprehensively. The 
results of this study are important for all primary school educators to produce a creative 
learning environment in building students’ environmental awareness. 

Limitation and Future Study  

This study has several limitations. Firstly, the characteristic value of caring for other 
human beings that were found was minimal. This limitation in teaching resources resulted 
in the lack of its delivery to students. Secondly, the author has chosen to only discuss one 
theme among the eight existing themes studied by the students, which may lead to an 
incomprehensiveness of data. It will be great if future studies on environmental awareness 
focus on adding care for other human beings into the next version of theme three of the 
year four student book. 
 

Implication / suggestions  

This study would like to provide three recommendations. Firstly, the Ministry of 
Education and Culture (Kemendikbud) is suggested to equalize subject matters in theme 
three of the year four student book. This includes an even discussion of the topics of care 
for other humans, animals, and plants. Secondly, teachers must be innovative and creative 
in their education delivery methods. Finally, parents must be supportive and work in 
cooperation with teachers in producing distinguished characters in students. 
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